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Abraham Lincoln 

About Abraham Lincoln 
Abraham Lincoln was born February 12, 1809 on a 
small farm near Larue, Kentucky. His family lived in a 
one-room log cabin that was typical for poor farmers on 
the Kentucky frontier.  
As a young boy, Abraham Lincoln met many people as 
they moved along the Louisville-Nashville road – 
pioneer families, peddlers, and politicians who were 
traveling to the state capital. 
There was always plenty of work for the young 
Abraham. Since there were no schools on the Kentucky 
frontier, Abraham Lincoln could spend his days 
working. And he did.  
He plowed the fields at planting time, he pulled weeds 
that grew up around the crops, and he kept the box of 
firewood filled all the time, along with many other 
chores. When he was eight, his family moved to Indiana, 
where his mother died less than two years later. His 
father then married Sarah Johnson, who helped 
Abraham learn to read. 
By age 16, Abraham was a tall, slim, and strong young 
man. He did any and all odd jobs anyone would hire him 
for. He worked as a farmhand, grocery clerk, and rail 
splitter. He also worked as a deckhand on a flatboat that 
floated down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to New 
Orleans.  
In 1836, Abraham Lincoln received his license to 
practice law. After practicing law for a while, he was 
elected to the House of Representatives. He served one 
term and then returned to Springfield, Illinois to resume 
his law practice. In 1855, when the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
that allowed new states to decide whether or not they 
wanted to be admitted as slave states was passed, 
Abraham Lincoln was called to action. In 1858, he ran 

for the Senate against Stephen 
Douglas, who was in favor of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act. During this 
election campaign, Lincoln and 
Douglas debated each other on the 
topic of slavery. These debates are 
known as the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates, and they are some of the 
most famous debates in American 
history. Douglas won the election, 
but these debates made Lincoln 
famous. 
In 1860, the Republican party chose Abraham Lincoln 
as their candidate for president. The elections were held 
in the fall of 1860 and Lincoln won. Soon afterward, 
South Carolina and other states seceded from the 
Union. By the time Lincoln got into office, tensions 
between the North and South were very strong. If fact, 
one month after Lincoln took office, southern soldiers 
fired on Union-held Fort Sumter in Charleston, South 
Carolina. This was the beginning of the war between the 
states, now known as the Civil War. In 1862, President 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which 
granted freedom to all slaves in the South. After two 
years of a war that was being won by the South, this 
proclamation did not have much effect. But in July 
1863, there was a battle at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
where the Southern army was forced to retreat, and for 
the first time the North got the upper hand. Later that 
year, Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address, one of 
the most famous American speeches of all time. 

Famous Quotes by Abraham Lincoln 
AMBITION 
Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition. Whether it be true or not, I can say for one that I have no 
other so great as that of being truly esteemed of my fellow men, by rendering myself worthy of their esteem. 
How far I shall succeed in gratifying this ambition, is yet to be developed. 
EDUCATION 
A capacity, and taste, for reading, gives access to whatever has already been discovered by others. It is the 
key, or one of the keys, to the already solved problems. And not only so. It gives a relish, and facility, for 
successfully pursuing the [yet] unsolved one 
FREEDOM 
Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has planted in our bosoms. Our defense is in the 
preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands, everywhere. 
HONESTY 
I believe it is an established maxim in morals that he who makes an assertion without knowing whether it is 
true or false, is guilty of falsehood; and the accidental truth of the assertion, does not justify or excuse him. 
WORK 
Every man is proud of what he does well; and no man is proud of what he does not do well. With the 
former, his heart is in his work; and he will do twice as much of it with less fatigue. The latter performs a 
little imperfectly, looks at it in disgust, turns from it, and imagines himself exceedingly tired. The little he 
has done, comes to nothing, for Want of finishing. 

 


